TMS UNIFIED ARTS

All students in grades seven and eight receive instruction in the Unified Arts, encompassing Technology Education, Music, Skills for Adolescence, Teen Leadership, Family and Consumer Sciences, Art, and Computer Education. After completing one cycle, each group rotates to the next cycle, and so forth throughout the year, until all of the courses are completed. Each course offers hands-on experiences to promote student growth, self-confidence and self-awareness. Several interdisciplinary activities are provided to the students to promote the importance of linking Unified Arts with academics.

Technology Education

· Mr. Rick Eddinger
· Mr. Scott Schneider
Music

· Mrs. Beth Stewart

Skills for Adolescence

· Mrs. Alyse Castonguay

Teen Leadership

· Mrs. Alyse Castonguay

· Mrs. Carolyn Dionne

Family and Consumer Sciences

· Mrs. Gina Cohen

· Mrs. Carolyn Dionne

Art

· Miss Kallie Dionne

· Miss Lisa Ballard

Computer Education

· Mrs. Nancy Rosenzweig

· Mrs. Anastasia Lemaire
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      TOLLAND MIDDLE SCHOOL

      SEVENTH AND EIGHTH GRADES
TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION

Studying technology is a process that includes both technical and social processes. It involves designing, making, and doing things. Students learn to think and to problem solve using the scientific method. They learn to work individually and in groups to complete hands-on, minds-on activities. There is constant integration with other subjects such as math, science, language arts, and social studies. Students learn skills and experience the safe and proper use of tools and equipment. Becoming technically literate allows students to use technology wisely with a concern for the environment and the future. The primary goal expands to encourage productive future citizens through developing responsibility and self-esteem.

Grade 7 & 8 – Manufacturing

After reviewing the history and progress of manufacturing in the United States, students learn about some of the materials and processes that are a part of manufacturing today. There is a focus on emerging technologies including robotics. Through simulations students learn about designing, producing, packaging, and marketing a product. They also learn how manufacturing affects their lives and how it will be changing in the future.

COMPUTER EDUCATION

The computer is a valuable tool for learning, productivity, creativity, communication, research, and entertainment. The ability to comfortably and successfully approach and manage computer technology is a very important skill for students to master.

TMS computer education will:

· Provide the students with the opportunity to explore and manage a variety of computer applications

· Encourage the students to utilize computer technology to the benefit of all of their traditional subject areas

· Affirm the capability of each and every student to productively master and use computer technology

Grade 7

Introduction to Microsoft Office:

· Excel

· Word

Grade 8

Focus will be on the following topics:

· Basic concepts and terminology of the World Wide Web

· Web Design Elements

· Creation of a Content Web Site

· Excel Practice

ART

The visual arts are a universal form of communication. Once we learn the language, the possibilities are endless. There has never been a culture that did not express itself visually. As part of the education curriculum, art gives students an avenue with which to express themselves in this way. They are required to communicate their ideas and opinions non-verbally and are introduced to the history and culture surrounding various artists’ work, giving them a better understanding of the reasons behind specific works. 

The ART Unified Arts Cycle focuses on introducing the Elements and Principles of Art & Design in 7th grade and then reviewing and building on that knowledge with more freedom to choose materials and subject matter in 8th grade. In both 7th & 8th grade, students are exposed to a variety of types of artwork and are required to keep a more organized and advanced notebook with assignments & vocabulary. They are held accountable for having this at all times. 

All students should leave TMS with a solid vocabulary for discussing artwork, knowledge of a variety of media, and an appreciation and understanding of many different kinds of artwork. Art fosters an appreciation and desire for self-expression, individuality, and experimentation. All students are challenged daily to be creative and to brainstorm options to problems in art. Creativity, appreciation for peers, and the ability to be true to oneself are all very important attributes of a healthy, well-rounded individual, our true goal for all TMS students. 

MUSIC

The music program seeks to offer each student the opportunity to develop a relationship with music that enriches each life and enhances the life of society.

Grade 7

Students will be learning to play simple songs using both hands on the electronic keyboard. They will learn to read and to write music on the grand staff and be able to compose and perform a simple song.  In addition, all 7th grade music students will be exposed to a variety of famous piano composers ranging from Beethoven and Mozart to Billy Joel and Dave Brubeck.  

Grade 8

This is an acoustic guitar class that provides an introduction to the guitar based on the “group lesson” format.  Eighth grade students will review basic music theory and apply it to playing the guitar.  Students will learn to tune a guitar, play simple songs, and strum chords. All eighth graders will compose and perform their own 16 measure composition written in AABA form.  In addition, students will work on research projects of famous guitarists such as B.B. King, Eric Clapton, and Carlos Santana.

SKILLS FOR ADOLESCENCE
The Skills for Adolescence classes offer students opportunities to develop respect for themselves and others.   It promotes strong commitments to family, positive peers, school, community, and the world beyond. The program’s primary goal is to enhance decision-making and communication skills.

In 7th grade, students will enhance their decision-making and communication skills through:

· Student interviews and class presentations

· Cooperative group work, focusing on social problem-solving skills needed to be successful adolescents and adults

· Self-reflection

· Effective Listening Techniques

· Drug Abuse Resistance Education techniques (D.A.R.E. for middle school curriculum)

· AIDS prevention

TEEN LEADERSHIP

Teen leadership is a program in which students develop healthy self-concepts, healthy relationships, and learn to understand the concept of personal responsibility.  Students will develop skills in public speaking, communication and an understanding of personal image.  They will also develop an understanding of the effects of peer pressure and will develop skills to counteract those effects.  Finally, students will develop an understanding of the need for a vision in goal setting, personally and professionally.
FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES

Family and Consumer Sciences empowers people to effectively manage emerging life issues by applying skills, analyzing options, and strengthening interpersonal competencies through interrelated information, clear communications and working together cooperatively. This program enables students to develop skills to manage their personal, family, and career lives. Family and Consumer Sciences are an integral part of the education for all students because it prepares them for the transition from school to work and from youth to adulthood. Society will be the benefactor of the resulting growth of the individual.

Grade 7 – Introduction to Textile Technology

Seventh graders explore consumer issues relating to clothes and fabrics. Three sewing projects will be completed during the cycle – a mini-pillow/pincushion, a drawstring bag, and a football. Natural fibers and the products created from them will be displayed and discussed. The teachers will present the students with information on how modern technology has changed this industry with the creation of man-made fibers. Tolland Historical Society will be doing a presentation on natural fibers and the role they played in Tolland’s history.

Grade 7– Introduction to Nutrition and Food Technology

This course provides students with many different opportunities to develop self-confidence, skills in certain areas, and independence. Nutrition concepts are spread throughout this course as students prepare a variety of foods. Food selection, health and safety information are an important part of this class. Students are provided with opportunities to show initiative, independence and responsibility by working in groups and as individuals. This class is designed to encourage healthy eating habits now and in the future.

